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DECISION MEMORANDUM
FEATHER RIVER ABANDONED MINE CLOSURES, 2018
FEATHER RIVER RANGER DISTRICT
PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST
U.S. FOREST SERVICE

BACKGROUND

These abandoned mines currently pose a safety and health risk to the public. There are open
adits, surrounded by unstable rock and possibly trash at some sites. Within the underground
workings, unstable rock, rotting timbers, rusting metal, bad air, low oxygen levels, deep water,
and other unknown hazards may exist. Bat habitat may also be present in the mines.

ProrPOSED PROJECT NAME AND LOCATION

FRRD Abandoned Mine Closures — 2018, SOPA Project: 54025. Four abandoned mine sites are
proposed for 2019 treatment: Center 5, T19N, R6E, Section 5; Quartz, TI9N, R6E, Section 4;
Gould, T19N, R6E, Section 5; and Morningside, T19N, R6E, Section 3. All are located in Butte
County, California.

PrROPOSED PROJECT ACTION AND DESCRIPTION

The following actions were proposed to close these abandoned mines:
e Center 5 adit, install a culvert style bat gate
e Quartz adit, install a polyurethane foam plug into the portal
o Gould adit, install a polyurethane foam plug into the portal
e Momningside adit, install a culvert style bat gate

PURPOSE OF ACTION

To improve the health, safety, and resource conditions of the sites.

NEED FOR ACTION

Project meets national interagency (BLM/Forest Service) efforts to reclaim abandoned mine
lands sites to minimize the environmental, human health, and safety hazards at abandoned mines,
while preserving the historic and wildlife habitat resources that they provide.
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COLLABORATIVE INVOLVEMENT

This action was presented at meetings of the Butte County Forest Advisory Committee and the
Feather River Ranger District Collaborative.

TRIBAL INVOLVEMENT

Tribes were invited to participate in the development, review, and implementation of proposed
project. No interest was indicated in this project.

PuBLIC INVOLVEMENT

This action was listed as a proposal on the Plumas National Forest Schedule of Proposed Actions
(SOPA), as well as the Feather River Ranger District 10 year Strategic Plan and Forest Program
of Work (POW). The project was updated and revised incorporating current project development
design features, involving public input, using specific resource specialists for review and
analysis.

ANALYSIS AND REVIEW

Given the project brief, project initiation notice, stakeholder input, public scoping comments and
follow up information a comprehensive review and analysis was done of this project by the
FRRD IDT. The review and analysis for botany and noxious weed risk assessment as well as the
screened undertaking for heritage are incorporated into the project record.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

As the responsible official, I am responsible for evaluating the effects of the project relative to
the definition of significance established by the CEQ Regulations (40 CFR 1508.13). T have
found that the Context and intensity of the analyzed resource areas do not meet the threshold nor
the criteria for extraordinary circumstances or potential negative or significant effects in the area
of potential effect.

RESULTS OF REVIEW AND ANALYSIS - FINDINGS

[ find that there are no extraordinary circumstances that would warrant further analysis and
documentation in an EA or EIS. I took into account resource conditions identified in agency
procedures that should be considered in determining whether extraordinary circumstances might
exist:

e Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive
species — based on results from site assessments, implementation of the project will not
affect any threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species
proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive
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species.
e Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds — none are present.

e Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national
recreation areas — none are present.

e Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas — none are present.
e Research natural areas — none are present.

e American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites — there are no known
American Indian religious or cultural sites within the project area.

e Archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas — the project is a screened undertaking
(class B) according to the provisions of the Regional PA (USDA Forest Service 2018c).
No standard protection measures are required and the project may be implemented
without further review or consultation.

DECISION

I have decided to approve the project as set forth below with modifications based on site visits
and review:

e Center 5 adit, based on review the rock does not appear competent enough to support a
gate or culvert type gate instead, allow to continue to collapse on its own while
monitoring for public safety concerns;

e Quartz adit, install a gate rather than a polyurethane foam plug;

e Gould adit, shows sign of use by non-wildlife species while potential hazards are
mitigated by the steepness of slope and cover of brush, take no action at this time; and

e Morningside adit, install a culvert style bat gate.

This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement
(EIS) or an environmental assessment (EA). The applicable category of actions is identified in
agency procedures as Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 1909.15, 31.2(8): short-term (1 year or
less) mineral, energy, or geophysical investigations and their incidental support activities that
may require cross country travel by vehicles and equipment, construction or less than 1 mile of
low standard road, or use and minor repair of existing roads.” This category of action(s) is
applicable because closing abandoned mines for purposes of health and safety is an activity
carried out routinely by the agency.

FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS AND REGULATIONS

This decision is consistent with the Plumas National Forest Land Management Plan as amended
by the Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amnendment.

— Decision Memo —
Page 3 of 4



2 i

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW (APPEAL) OPPORTUNITIES

This Decision does not provide for any “appeal” or “objection” opportunities. All public and
stakeholder input was received and considered during the FRRD collaborative process for this
project. Once this Decision is signed the project or proposed action may be implemented
immediately, notwithstanding any other law or regulation from another agency that would
preclude its immediate implementation.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE AND REQUIREMENTS

This action may be implemented immediately.

CONTACT

For additional information concerning this decision, contact: Donna Duncan at the Feather River
Ranger District, 875 Mitchell Avenue, Oroville, CA 95966, telephone 530-534-6500.
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint filing cust.html and at any USDA office or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 92) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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